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Damian Ortega created a sculpture a day
during September, inspired by stories in
The Independent. He couldn't have chosen
a more poignant month, he tells Elisa Bray
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here could be few greater the moment to doit, because there are so many
sources of inspirationthanthe  things happening: the miners in Chile, the Pak-
constantly evolving news. So, istanflood, the Pope and the sexual scandal.” For
for his latest ambitious exhi-  Ortega, rtwasalsoasigmﬁcantpenodforhlsown
bition, called The Indepen- henbage “Every day, Mexico is in the news be-
dent, the Mexican sculptor  cause it is the year of the bicentennial anniver-
Damidn Ortega decided to  saryofindependence and the revolutionin Mex-
make the news stands, in particular thisnews-  ico. There are big parties and demonstrations,
paper, the starting point. Over the month of Sep-  so politically it was important.”
tember, Ortega set out to create one work per The exhibition also presented the arhsi"w:th
day which will be shown from tomorrow at the  an opportunity to return to the deadline-fuelled
Barbican’s Curve gallery. woﬂdofnewspapers,hawngprewousb'w%ed
During his intense month of creativity, each  as a political cartoonist in Mexico in the mid-
morning at 9am Ortega would sit down toscour  1980s. “Ilike the stress and remember how ex-
through the day’s copy of The Independent for citing the days ata newspaper are.I've been wak-
headlines or pictures on whichtobase anewpiece  ing up in the morning to read the newspapers,
of work. Ortega is mid-creation when we meet. using all the time to listen to the radio, working
“Ilike the idea of doing something reallyinde- ~ during the night doing the drawings, and meet-
pendent,” he explains. “It'simportant for myself ingpeople every day to discuss the work. And I
to do something new and fresh and produce this  missed this situation, so I tried to do someﬂnng
exhibition. I'like to work with daily newspapers; that reminded me ofit, but at the same i
it was important to choose one title, and I really mgsomechanges.lnthenewspaperyou
like The Independent.” be completely objective, whereas in art i not
Ortega, whose work is to be found in art collec- neceasary'lcandomuchmoresubjechvem
tions worldwide, was born in Mexico City in 1967. Oneofthwemomsub]ectweworksfeam’mdm
In2007 he secured a residency at DAAD gallery, thee:dlibiﬁomsatwo—metre—hlghbymxy )
Berlin, and haslived and worked in the Kreuzberg  long zig-zagging wall, whose m
area of the city, with his family, ever since, return- ulatesagraphofstatxstwsdepxchngthe ....-‘, be
ing each year to Mexico to spend time with his  of unauthorised immigrants living in Ameri
family there. It was in Berlin that he first picked  which Ortega found in the newspaper. Taking
up a copy of The Independent. The month of Sep- nnageofthegmphandmmmgltmmthe ¢
tember presented incredibly fertile ground for  form of animposing wallfor viewersto walk arg
stories, with the Chilean miners’ entrapment, it could be seenas a reminder toits viewers of the
the eventual sealing of the BP oil spill, and the  1,951-mile wall that divides Mexico and America -
aftermath of the flood in Pakistan. but it could reflect any separation wall. d

“It was a very intense month,” says Ortega. “The Mexican wall is important for me because
“When I read the paper I realised that this was  it's where I grew up,” Ortega says. “But also, i
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